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Ours for Life 

“If my pocket-book would grow with 
my interest in the F. P. A. and my admira- 
tion for its work, you would have a check 
covering every kind of membership there 
is. The last brilliant discussion [March 1} 
was worth a life membership.” 
March 6, 1924. H.C. M. 
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Experts or Statesmen, Which? 


RE General Dawes and his fellow ex- 
perts assuming the functions of states- 
men? Persistent reports of increasing 
rather than diminishing differences among 
the members of the Committee, repeated 
delays in reaching an agreement, and fre- 
quent intimations that these postpone- 
ments are due to a desire to assure unani- 
mous acceptance of the report, give some 
ground for fearing that the experts are 
becoming too ambitious. The chief dif- 
ferences still outstanding are said to be: 
First: Britain insists that Germany be relieved 
of all payments for a period of two or three 


years in cash as well as in kind. France dis- 
sents. 


Second: The French estimate Germany’s ca- 
pacity to pay annually, once normal conditions 
are restored, as 4,500,000,000 gold marks. The 
British estimate is 3,000,000,000. 

Third: Various questions as to the degree of 
control which France and Belgium should retain 
in the Ruhr and in the Rhineland. 


It is highly improbable that the experts 
will be able to secure assent of the poli- 
ticians in Berlin, Paris and London to all 
of the details of any plan. To attempt to 
do so would risk the grave danger of 
changing what should be a frank business- 
like statement into a futile political com- 
promise. The experts’ real job is not to 
prepare detailed formula for the Foreign 
Offices. It is to enlighten public opinion 
throughout the world on the general prin- 
ciples and the main outlines of a program 
essential to any fundamental European 
Economic settlement. 





No final action by the Reparation Com- 
mission or the Allied governments is ex- 
pected with reference to the Experts’ re- 
port until after the German and French 


aes in the first and second weeks of 
May. 


Labor’s Concession for World Peace 


N MARCH 18 Ramsay MacDonald 

made his expected announcement that 
the Labor Government would not now pro- 
ceed with the Singapore naval base. Ad- 
mitting the strategic advantage of the pro- 
posed elaborate facilities and the anxiety of 
Australia and New Zealand that they be 
promptly developed, the British Premier 
declared that to push this project now 


would exercise a most detrimental effect 
on our foreign policy. We stand for a pol- 
icy of international cooperation through a 
strengthened and enlarged League of Na- 
tions, settlement of disputes by conciliation 
and judicia] arbitration, and creation of 
conditions which will make a comprehensive 
scheme of limitation of armaments possible. 

Whilst maintaining our present 
naval standard in a state of complete ef- 
ficiency, we took the view that it would be a 
serious mistake to be responsible for a new 
development that could only be justified on 
the assumption that we had doubts of the 
success of our policy ourselves. As a re- 
sult, we should almost inevitably drift into a 
position of suspicion and mistrust and com- 
petition of armaments in the Far East. 





Bitter interna] dissensions in the Irish 
Free State, culminating in the murder of 
several British soldiers and the continu- 
ance of active friction over the boundary 
disputes between Belfast and Dublin, and 
the London tram and bus strike, are occa- 
sioning the British ministry concern. Save 
for these difficulties and the continuance 
of a state of uncertainty in India, where 
last week the Assembly again rejected the 
Government’s budget, MacDonald and his 
associates seem to be steadily strengthen- 
ing their position. 

Last New York Luncheon 
HE Luncheon discussion on April 5 at 
the Hotel Astor will be the final meet- 
ing for the 1923-24 series announced for 
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New York. The Lausanne Treaty was se- 
lected from several subjects considered be- 
cause of the wide divergence of opinion al- 
ready apparent as to whether or not this 
treaty with Turkey should be ratified, 
which threatens to divide along partisan 
lines, and which will of course be intensified 
when the treaty is submitted to the Senate 
and thus brought more directly before the 
public. 

The discussion so far has been marked 
by more heat than light, and this meeting 
has been planned with the idea of bringing 
out the facts on both sides of this highly 
controversial and exceedingly interesting 
subject before prejudices have become 
solidified. 


It is reported that the treaty may be 


submitted to the Senate before the date 
of the Luncheon, April 5. 





The Lloyd George Charges 

HE following statement in a personal 

letter from a very well-informed mem- 
ber of the Foreign Office sums up a large 
section of British opinion in reference to 
the charges attributed to Lloyd George 
that Woodrow Wilson had arranged se- 
cretly with France for the perpetuation 
of the latter’s control of the Rhine: 


With regard to the Lloyd George charges 
against Wilson, I think it is probably true 
that he had no idea that what he said would 
be published. I think he was only trying 
to make a personal defense of himself for 
the benefit of some influential journalists 
who happened to be at his house, including 
Scott of the Manchester Guardian. I think 
his purpose was to impress their minds for 
future use, not to say something definite 
which would be published at the moment. 
Harold Spender simply jumped the rails with 
results which certainly in this country, and 
I imagine in yours also, have been dis- 
astrous for Lloyd George. 


Modern Histories 


G. P. Gooch: “History of Europe, 1878- 
1919.” (Holt, 1923). Probably the 
clearest, most accurate and illumi- 
nating analysis of the relations of 
the Great Powers during the forty 
years preceding the Peace of Ver- 
sailles. 

Charles Downer Hazen: “Europe Since 
1815.”" (Holt, 1923.) 2 vols. A clear, 
readable and interesting narrative, 
marred in the later chapters by 
evident prejudice against the Cen- 
tral Powers, and by failure to uti- 
lize documents published since 1916 
which throw invaluable light on 
the causes of the World War. 


The Editors assume responsibility for the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. 
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Aid for German Women and Children 


HE action of the House of Represen- 

tatives, in voting last Monday by a 
large majority the grant of $10,000,000 to 
be spent for food for the relief of German 
women and children, will probably be fol- 
lowed in the Senate. The effects of this 
credit will be to relieve a vast amount of 
suffering and incidentally, perhaps more 
important, create good-will in Germany 
comparable to that which resulted from 
the admirable work of the A. R. A. in Rus- 
sia. That an essential element in securing 
prompt Congressional action may be po- 
litica] will not detract from the effect of 
this charity abroad. 








Intervention in Honduras 
ONDITIONS in Honduras, where for 
several weeks three Presidential candi- 

dates have been struggling for power, have 
grown steadily worse during the last ten 
days, according to statements given out in 
Washington, until the arrival] in the capita] 
of the American forces last week. Though 
perhaps necessary in this instance our mili- 
tary intervention leaves unsolved the basic 
problem of formulating some United 
States policy towards Central America 
and the Caribbean states, which will relieve 
our Government of the charge of selfishly 
supporting American economic interests 
there by armed force. 


F. P. A. Notes 


Philadelphia: The next luncheon of the 
League of Women Voters in cooperation 
with the F. P. A. will be held on March 29. 
Subject: The European Situation; Speak- 
ers: Mr. Sidney F. Wicks of the Man- 
chester Guardian, Mr. Gaston Liebert, 
head of the French Bureau of Information, 
and Mr. James G. McDonald. All subse- 
quent F. P. A. luncheons in Philadelphia 
will be given under the auspices of the 
Philadelphia Branch which has just been 
organized. Its first luncheon will be at the 
Hotel Bellevue-Stratford on April 12. 

Cincinnati: Next luncheon April 16. 
Subject: The Lausanne Treaty. Professor 
Edward M. Earle will be one of the 
speakers. 


Boston: Next luncheon, March 29. Sub- 


ject: How We Know the World: a Dis- . 


cussion of the Réle of the Press in Inter- 
national Relations. The speakers will be: 
Mr. David Lawrence of the Consolidated 
Press Assn.; Dr. Herbert Adams Gibbons, 
formerly New York Herald correspondent 
in Europe and Near East; Mr. Lewis §S. 
Gannett of The Nation; Mr. Nicholas 
Roosevelt of the New York Times; Mr. 
Willis J. Abbot, Christian Science Monitor 
and Robert L. O’Brien, The Boston Herald. 


<Ex. 





~ e 


»< |: 


